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 FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 
Our Prez has been under the 
weather and hasn’t felt up to 
doing an article this time 
around.  We wish him a 
speedy recovery. 
 
Doug 
 

Pics From the Field 
 

 

 

 

 
Notes from the July 14th 

Meeting 
The July meeting of the Fergus 
Falls R. C. Flyers was held at 
Burger King on July 14th. Those 
present were Larry and Roger 
Simonson, Jerry A. and Jerry L. 
Johnson, Floyd Lee, Bill Luedtke, 
Don Martinson, Shelby Haukos, 
Pete Ferguson, and Mike 
Drouillard. Motion was made to 
reimburse Jerry for expenses.    

Motion carried.   It was   
mentioned that Aviation Day is  
August 13th. Motion was made to 
have the fun fly on  September 
17th. Motion carried. Mike and 
Jerry will do food and  Floyd and 
Don will bring bars. Shelby made 
motion to adjourn, seconded by 
Roger. Meeting adjourned. 

 
Respectfully submitted                 
Michael Drouillard 

Secretary 
 

 

August 11th Meeting 
At the field. Meeting @ 7:00 PM.  

FAA Acknowledges 
AMA as a CBO and 
our Safety 
Program 

Our hobby has faced many 

challenges this year as we address an 

increase in government intervention 

and proposed regulations. AMA has 

been aggressively advocating for our 

hobby, and during the past few 

weeks, we’ve been happy to report 

successful progress. 

Today, our members have yet 

another AMA government advocacy 

victory to celebrate. 
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Meeting  
August 11th @ at 
the field.  Meeting 

@ 7:00 P.M. 

There has been confusion among our 

members as to whether operations 

above 400 feet are permitted by the 

FAA. AMA has remained steadfast 

that the Special Rule for Model 

Aircraft (Section 336 of the 2012 

FAA Modernization and Reform 

Act) permits operations above 400 

feet if conducted within our safety 

program requiring the pilot to be an 

AMA member, to avoid and not 

interfere with manned aircraft, and to 

keep the model in visual line of sight 

of the pilot/observer. It should be 

noted that the AMA Safety Code 

requires model aircraft to remain 

below 400 feet above the ground 

when within 3 miles of an airport 

unless there is notification or an 

agreement with the airport that 

allows models to safely go higher. 

In January of this year, the AMA 

requested that the FAA clarify the 

400-foot issue in writing. We are 

happy to share that in a recent letter 

to the AMA, the FAA recognized 

AMA’s role as a community-based 

organization and acknowledged our 

safety program, including allowing 

flight above 400 feet under 

appropriate circumstance. 

In this letter, dated July 7, 2016, the 

FAA states: 

“…model aircraft may be 

flow consistently with 

Section 336 and agency 

guidelines at altitudes above 

400 feet when following a 

community-based 

organization’s safety 

guidelines.” 

“Community-based 

organizations, such as the 

Academy of Model 

Aeronautics, may establish 

altitude limitations in their 

safety guidelines that exceed 

the FAA’s 400 AGL altitude 

recommendation.” 

Essentially, this letter confirms that 

sailplanes, large model aircraft, 

turbines, and other disciplines can 

responsibly operate above 400 feet if 

the AMA member is operating 

within our safety programming. 

Equally important, the FAA again 

acknowledges AMA as a 

community-based organization. 

This victory falls on the heels of 

other successful AMA efforts, 

including an AMA member 

exemption from the FAA’s Final 

sUAS Rule (Part 107), the removal 

of problematic text in the 2016 FAA 

Reauthorization Bill, and preserving 

the Special Rule for Model Aircraft 

through 2017. 

These successes do not transpire 

easily and our advocacy efforts are 

not over. We will continue to work 

with the FAA toward reducing the 

burden of registration requirements 

on AMA members. Throughout the 

next 14 months, we will continue to 

work with Congress toward a long-

term reauthorization bill that will 

further strengthen the Special Rule 

for Model Aircraft. 

We want to extend our appreciation 

to all of our members and donors for 

your support throughout this 

process.   

 

 
 




