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 FROM THE PRESIDENT 

     The float fly on May 21st  was 
a success.    The turn out was less 
than we would have liked, but it 
was a fun day.    It was probably 
the most relaxed event I have 
attended in many years.    
Everyone seemed to be relaxed 
and in good humor.    Everyone 
was helping, and I believe that 
everyone went home feeling good 
about the event.    I know I did.    
Even though I only flew twice, I 
felt a sense of accomplishment 
since the past several years I have 
failed to get an engine to run, and 
when I did, I couldn’t get it off the 
water. After acquiring the Sea 
Master from Mike some time ago 
I was unable to get the engine to 
run properly.    After much 
frustration I changed engines and 
finally got to fly off water this 
year.    It was fun!    The engine 
ran flawlessly and never quit on 
me.    Derrick and I even tried 
some formation flying. (We need 
some practice.) although the 
takeoff and vertical climb in 
formation looked pretty good.    
Tom Davis had his new Tidewater 
amphibian there and flew it often.  
  It was an impressive aircraft.    
Even though it was electric, the 
propeller sound gave the 
impression that it was flying with 
a well muffled glow engine. Tom 
was kind enough to let me fly it 

and I was even more impressed!    
I have to get one! It is a good 
flying plane and one that you 
could take out at a moment’s 
notice with a minimum of 
equipment and have a ball.    Paul 
Johnson and Pete Ferguson and 
son Cody came from out of town 
and added to the fun.    Thank you 
to Floyd, Larry and Roger for 
mowing and generally getting the 
site ready.    Thanks also to Mike 
Druillard, Jerry L. and Jerry A. 
Johnson for their assistance.    
Thanks also to Bill Roberts for 
the great hamburgers and Tom 
Davis for doing    the honors at 
the grill.    Thanks also goes to a 
number of our wives for 
providing some great goodies.    
This event was so much fun I 
think we should schedule another 
one just so the members who 
couldn’t attend this one can make 
the next.    I would hate to have 
them miss the opportunity to 
experience such a wonderful day. 
     Saturday  I attended one of our 
NCPL pylon races in 
Minneapolis.    I discovered    
why my airplane acted so 

strangely at the May 7th  race.    I 
checked the program that I had 
used that day and found I had 
flown all day on the wrong 
program!    It was a windy, gusty 
day so I wrote my problems off to 
the weather.    Not so!    When I 
looked closely at the program I 

had input for this race, which was 
the same one I had used 
previously, I was shocked to see 
that I was about to fly with the 
wrong program again!    You see, 
both of my R200s are very close 
in trim and set up, so they will fly 
with the wrong program because 
everything is set up the same 
mechanically in both airplanes. 
However, there are subtle 
differences in the trim settings 
mechanically, so although both 
planes will fly on either program, 
they do not fly like they are on 
rails as they do with the right 
program.    Long story short, I 
switched from the R200 to the 
R200B program (the correct one) 
and the plane flew flawlessly all 
day.    At least until the rain 
came.    We called a rain delay 
which lasted about two hours.    
Some on they guys decided to 
leave for home rather than wait 
out the passing rain.    We could 
have still finished on time since 
we only had 11 racers, but since 
four or five racers left, the CD had 
no choice but to call it.    It was 
too bad, because I was sitting in 
second place at the time with a 
good chance to win the race.    So 
it goes…    I will be on vacation 
with my wife in southeastern 
Minnesota this week so I will not 
be at the meeting.    Larry will    
assume the throne in my absence.  
  I understand I missed a goood    
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Meeting  
June 9th @ at the 
field.  Meeting @ 

7:00 P.M. 

flying night last Thursday, but I 
had a board meeting to attend.    I 
hope you all had fun and didn’t 
wreck anything beyond repair.    
If    the following  Thursday  is 
nice I will be at the field.    I hope 
all of you can make the meeting.    
Until later. Be good to each other. 
   
Don 
 
 

Notes from the May 12th 
Meeting 

The May meeting of the Fergus 
Falls R C Flyers was held May 
12th at the Westridge Mall. Those 
present were Doug L, Don M, 
Shelby H, Jerry A J, Tom D, 
Brian F, and Mike D. Jerry 
brought up that we purchased a 
new mower. We went over the list 
of things to do for the float fly. 
Motion was made by Mike to 
adjourn seconded   by Shelby 
meeting was adjourned. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted                 
Michael Drouillard 

Secretary 
 

 

June 9th Meeting 
At the field. Meeting @ 7:00 PM.  

 
 

From AMA 
Government 

Relations 
 

Congress is in the process of 
updating FAA’s goals and 
authority, which includes 
regulations on model aircraft. To 
accomplish this task, the Senate 
and House must separately draft 
and pass their version of FAA’s 
reauthorization bill. The two bills 
then go to a conference committee 
to resolve any differences. After 
modifications are made, the 
conference committee submits the 
final bill to a full Congressional 
vote which if passed is sent to the 
President to be signed into law. 
 
While the Senate has passed their 
version of the FAA 
reauthorization bill, the House has 
not yet voted on their bill. Until 
then the legislative process is at a 
stand-still.  
 
We’re happy to share that our 

latest analysis shows a month-by-
month decline in UAS sightings 
since peaking in August 2015, 
despite an influx of nearly 
700,000 to one million new 
devices sold last year. We believe 
at least part of this decline is due 
to efforts to educate newcomers to 
the hobby, primarily through the  
Know Before You Fly  campaign, 
which AMA co-founded in 2014.  

 
 Education is also the best way to 
prevent new, burdensome 
regulations on our members. 
AMA members were never part of 
the problem, but we all stand to 
lose when careless and reckless 
operators spur calls for broad 
restrictions on recreational flying. 
Conversely, the decline in the 
number of UAS sightings shows 
that the focus on education is 
working, and will help our efforts 
to protect the rights of our 
members.  
 


