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 FROM THE PRESIDENT 

    

  It’s nearly the middle of 
July and I haven't flown 
more than four or five times. 
Where does the time go? A 
big THANK YOU to Larry 
for handling the June 
meeting. I didn’t hear any 
complaints so I assume that 
everything went well without 
me. I hope the weather was 
nice and everyone got to fly 
as much as they wanted. The 
weather in southeastern 
Minnesota was beautiful for 
the week Sarah and I were 
on vacation at Hidden 
Bluffs. It got hot toward the 
end of the week, but there 
was a big beautiful pool in 
which one could find some 
relief from the 93 degree 
heat. If that failed, there was 
always the air conditioned 
cabin to retreat to. Hidden 
Bluffs is so far down in a 
valley that there was no cell 
phone reception unless you 
drove out of the valley. I 
didn't miss phone calls or 
television for the whole 
week. 
I thought I would be going 
through some sort of 
withdrawal without the TV 
or phone but I actually 
enjoyed the peace and quiet 
of our surroundings. Go 
figure. There were lots of 

hiking trails, so we did more 
walking than I have done in 
a long time. Nothing like 
fresh air and exercise. I 
discovered that there was a 
large open grassy area which 
was large enough to 
accommodate model flying. 
I'm not sure was 
management would say 
about it, but if we go back 
there next summer I'm going 
to find out. That was really 
the only thing I missed. I 
found that I could survive 
for a week without flying, 
but I don't want to get in the 
habit of doing that. It's nice 
to be back to a normal 
routine, after a relaxing 
week. 
 
 
      There are a number of 
events coming up that we 
should be thinking about. 
Model Aviation Day in 
August and our Fun Fly in 
September. We didn't do 
anything for Model Aviation 
Day last year, but it might be 
nice to have an open house 
at the field. I know that a 
number of clubs are donating 
any proceeds from their 
respecting events on that day 
to the Wounded Warrior 
Project. Time is going by so 
quickly that it is not to early 
to start to plan for these 
events. I hope that all of you 
are in good health and 

enjoying the summer 
weather. I hope to see many 
of you on Thursday. Bring 
something to fly. I promise 
not to be too long winded. 
See you at the field. 
 
Don 
 
 

Notes from the June 9th 
Meeting 

The June meeting of the 
Fergus Falls Regional RC 
Flyers was held at the field 
on June 9th. Those present 
were Larry and Roger 
Simonson, Jerry A. Jerry L. 
Johnson, Floyd Lee, Shelby 
Haukos, Tom Davis, and 
Michael Drouillard. Topics 
that were discussed were the 
Perham Fun Fly and a sign 
for the flying club. Meeting 
was adjourned and flying 
continued. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted           
      Michael Drouillard 

Secretary 
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Meeting  
July 14th @ at the 
field.  Meeting @ 

7:00 P.M. 

July 14th Meeting 
At the field. Meeting @ 7:00 PM.  

 
 
 

From AMA 
Government 

Relations 
 

Special Rule for 
Model Aircraft 
Remains Intact 

We want to share with 
you a promising 
development related to 
FAA reauthorization. The 
House and Senate came 
to an agreement last week 
on language for a short-
term FAA funding 
extension. Importantly 
for our hobby, this 
extension preserves the 
Special Rule for Model 
Aircraft (the AMA 
amendment included in 
the 2012 FAA 
Modernization and 
Reform Act) 

through September 2017. 

AMA aggressively 
engaged with both the 
House and Senate during 
the drafting process to 
achieve the best possible 
result for our members. 
The bill affirms our right 
to continue to fly within 
AMA's community-based 
safety program and free 
from additional 
government regulations, 
as Congress continues to 
recognize the importance 
and safety commitment 
of community-based 
organizations like the 
AMA. Meanwhile, it 
does not contain the 
problematic language 
that existed in earlier 
FAA bills. 

We expect the House and 
Senate to vote on the 
extension, and the 
President to sign it into 
law, sometime this week. 
Once this happens, the 
status quo will remain in 
effect for our members 
through September 2017. 

While this legislation will 

provide some short-term 
clarity for our members, 
we know many of you 
want and expect long-
term certainty for our 
hobby. This extension 
gives us more than a year 
to work with Congress on 
a long-term 
reauthorization bill that 
will further strengthen 
the Special Rule for 
Model Aircraft and 
advance other protections 
of our longstanding 
hobby. 

We will update you next 
week once the FAA 
extension passes the 
House and Senate, and is 
signed into law. Thank 
you for your continued 
support of AMA. 
 


