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 FROM THE PRESIDENT 
I hope that some of you got out to 
fly in the nice weather we had a 
couple of weeks ago.   I thought 
about it, but just wasn't enthused 
enough to do it.   Now late  fall is 
here and winter is soon upon us. 
It's nice to have a place to fly 
indoors, thanks to the efforts of 
Doug and Tom. I hope that more 
of you have the opportunity to 
join in the fun at the mall.   It 
seems that I have too many 
conflicts on Thursdays to be able 
to join the fun often, but Ill be 
there when I can.   Everyone 
seems to have a good time flying 
indoors in a laid back atmosphere 
that for me, at least, is a relaxing 
atmosphere compared to 
competition flying.   Don't get me 
wrong, I love competition, but I 
don't always have to win, just be 
competitive.   For those of you 
who have never flown in a 
competitive event, be it scale, 
aerobatics, racing, or whatever, it 
does make you a better pilot.   It 
forces you to be more disciplined, 
to practice and develop a checklist 
which you will use consistently so 
that you do things the same way 
every time.   This is important for 
all of us whether you fly in 
competition or not.   It is easy to 
overlook an item that, if 
overlooked, could cost you an 
aircraft, or worse.   When you get 
interrupted during your preflight, 

for instance, start over. Go 
through each item in your 
checklist again.   When you are 
satisfied   that you have checked 
off each item and verified that it is 
as it should be, then you are ready 
to fly.   Get in the habit of being 
slightly paranoid when it comes to 
doing your preflight check.   If 
something doesn't seem right, 
odds are it isn't.   Make sure.   In a 
similar vein, winter is the perfect 
time to do an annual inspection of 
each airplane you fly.   Make sure 
all the servo screws are still in 
place and snug. (You wouldn't 
believe how many I have found 
loose or missing over the years.) 
The same is true for servo leads.   
They often suffer from abrasion, 
rubbing against sharp edges in a 
vibrating airframe.   I have found 
some that had worn down to the 
bare wire.   Bundling leads and 
putting protective sleeves over 
them pretty much eliminates that 
problem. Check your servo leads 
carefully.   Fuel lines.   Have you 
checked them since you put them 
in the airplane?   They can flop 
around in the airstream and suffer 
from cuts and abrasions just like 
servo leads. Especially where they 
go through the firewall.   Have 
you checked your fuel tank?   Did 
you pull it out of the plane and 
look at it carefully? Did you take 
it apart and clean the coagulated 
gunk out of it?   Did you install 

new fuel lines?   How about 
pushrods?   Are they still sound?   
Clevises?   Are the keepers still 
on them?   What about the 
engine? Is it dirty? Take it out of 
the plane and clean it.   Has the 
engine been in the ground? 
(Crashed)   Disassemble and 
thoroughly clean the engine.   
Nothing ruins a good engine 
faster than running dirt through 
it.   I could go on and on, but I 
think you get the idea.   
Developing a checklist for off 
season maintenance is also a good 
idea. It's easy to overlook things. 
         Our next meeting will be 
held at Mike Drouillard's home  
Thursday, December 8th.   We 
will be holding election of 
officers for the coming year, so be 
there or become an officer.   As 
usual, Mike and Julie will be 
providing a veritable feast  for our 
dining pleasure, with a little help 
from their friends. 
I hope to see you all there. Come 
early if you want to eat.   Meeting 
at  7.00pm  sharp. (Unless we are 
still eating.) 
 
Don 
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Meeting  
December 8th @ 

at Mike 
Drouillard‘s.  

Meeting @ 7:00 
P.M. 

Notes from the November 
10th Meeting 

The November meeting of the 
R.C. Flyers was held on 
November 10th at the mall.  
Those present were Don 
Martinson, Shelby Haukos, Larry 
and Roger Simonson, Manfred 
Decker, Bill Roberts, Tom Davis, 
Jerry A and Jerry L Johnson, 
Floyd Lee, Dan Lembcke, Brian 
Franklin, Doug Larson and Mike 
Drouillard.   A presentation was 
done by Shawn Klatt with his 1st 
place rocket.    At the Grant 
County Fair, he  won a trip to the 
State Fair with it.   AMA 
membership is required to fly at 
the Mall or the Flying Field.   
Flying at Summer Fest was 
discussed; Don M. will check into 
it further.   December meeting 
was decided to be held at Mike 
D.   Nominations for 2017 
officers are:   Don M. for 
president; Larry S. for vice-
president; Mike D. for secretary; 
Jerry A. Johnson for treasurer; 
Roger S., Tom D., and Bill R. for 
directors.   Motion to adjourn was 
made by Shelby; second by Jerry.   
Meeting adjourned. 
Respectfully submitted 
Michael Drouillard 
Secretary  

Newest Club Member 
 
     I would like to take this 
opportunity to welcome our 
newest member of the Fergus 
Falls Regional RC Flyers.  Her 
name is Christi Dickey.  RC 
flying is very new to her but she is 
doing very well with it.  She is 
flying a quad right now but I am 
sure she will explore other 
avenues of our diverse hobby as 
well.  As you can see by the 
picture she has been able to 
master the art of a ceiling landing.  
Please introduce yourselves to her 
when you have the opportunity 
and welcome her to our great 
hobby. 
 
 
 
 

Flying Site Change at 
     Westridge Mall 
 
      Just a reminder to everyone 
that as of December 1st our flying 
location at Westridge Mall will 
change for the month of 
December.  We will now fly in 
the area next to the Tae Kwon Do 
folks until the end of the month.   
     We have also been invited to 
fly for the Holiday Arts and Crafts 
Show on December 10th at 
Westridge Mall.  I think that it is a 
good opportunity to expose 
people to our hobby and would 
like to see as many members of 
our club as possible show up for 
this event.  We have that area 
available to us from 10:00-5:00 so 
lets bring some RC stuff and have 
some fun. 
 

December 8th Meeting 
@ Mike Drouillard 

Home 
Holiday lunch at 6:00 followed by 
our meeting at 7:00.   
 
 
 
 
 


