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 FROM THE PRESIDENT 
  
Mother nature has seemingly 
shortened the winter with mild 
temperatures in February and an 
equally nice first weekend in 
March. Bill Roberts and Mike 
Druillard even flew outdoors at 
Bill"s home on Ten Mile lake on 
Sunday. I was certainly tempted, 
but had other things to occupy my 
time.  It is March and Spring is 
just around the corner.  I know, I 
know, mother nature can play 
tricks on us in March and April 
and dump a lot of snow on us 
when we least expect it.  But the 
time line remains the same and 
we have a number of things  to 
take under consideration before 
our outdoor flying season begins.  
I would like everyone reading this 
to consider what they feel should 
be our priorities should be for this 
coming flying season and present 
them at the meeting on Thursday, 
March 8, at our monthly meeting. 
     We will again be meeting at 
the old Hallmark Store in the 
mall. I hope to see more of you at 
the meeting this month.  Bring 
something to share and/or fly.  
See you at the meeting. 
  
Don 
 

 

 

 
 

Notes from the 
February 9th Meeting 
The February meeting of the R. C. 
Flyers was held on February 9th at 
the mall. Those present were 
Doug Larson, Christi Dickey, 
 Tom Davis, Larry and Roger 
Simonson, Floyd Lee, Don 
Martinson, Bill Roberts, Dan 
Lembcke, Shelby Haukos, Brian 
Franklin, and Mike Drouillard. 
Old business: The flying at the 
college was a big hit; fun was had 
by all and pizza was served. Big 
thanks to Christi for setting this 
up. New business: There will be 
flying at the PAC in Perham this 
Saturday the 11th. The AMA dues 
are going up a little this 
year. Motion was made by Floyd 
to carry insurance for the flying 
field and the mall, seconded by 
Bill, motion carried. Motion to 
adjourn was made by Shelby and 
seconded by Dan. Meeting was 
adjourned. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted 
Michael Drouillard 
Secretary  
 
 

 

March 9th Meeting @             
Westridge Mall 

  
Meeting at 7:00 in the former 
Hallmark Site. 
 

 
 
 

Federal 
Government 
Relations 
The AMA maintains open lines 
of communications with key 
government agencies such as 
the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA), the 
Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC), and the 
Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS). The Academy 
advocates for the rights, needs 
and privileges of the 
aeromodeling community while 
keeping the membership 
informed of statutory and 
regulatory issues impacting 
the hobby.  
 
 
Special Rule Remains Intact 
After nearly a year of work, we 
are happy to announce both 
the Senate and House of 
Representatives have passed 
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an extension through 
September 2017 for the 
Special Rule for Model 
Aircraft.  
 
We are very pleased that the 
FAA extension affirms our right 
to continue to fly within AMA’s 
community-based safety 
program and free from 
additional government 
regulations. Congress 
continues to recognize the 
importance of AMA and our 
strong commitment to safety.  
 
As you know, AMA 
aggressively engaged with 
Congress to achieve the best 
possible result for our 
members. It is through these 
advocacy efforts that we were 
able to achieve our goal of 
maintaining the Special Rule 
for Model Aircraft and 
protecting our hobby. This 
victory adds to AMA’s history 
of successfully advocating for 
our members at the federal 
level, including with the 
Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC), the 
Department of Commerce, the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA), the Department 
of the Interior, the U.S. Forrest 
Service, the 

Department of Homeland 
Security, the FAA and 
Congress.  
 
There are two important things 
for all AMA members to know 
about the extension. The first, 
and most important for our 
hobby, is that the extension 
preserves the Special Rule for 
Model Aircraft (Section 336 of 
the 2012 FAA Modernization 
and Reform Act) through 
September 2017. And second, 
while this bill does not address 
the nullify FAA’s regulatory 
requirement to register model 
aircraft, we are pleased to 
share that the problematic 
language that existed in earlier 
versions of the FAA bills has 
been removed.  
 
Our advocacy efforts are not 
over – we continue to work 
with the FAA on reducing the 
burden of the registration 
requirement on AMA 
members. And, over the next 
14 months, we will continue to 
work with Congress on a long-
term reauthorization bill that 
will further strengthen the 
Special Rule for Model Aircraft 
and advance other protections 
of our longstanding hobby.  

 
We want to extend our 
appreciation to all of our 
members and donors for your 
support throughout this 
process.  
 
 
 


