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     As most of you have learned 
by now, we are postponing our 
meeting, which was to be held 
tonight, because of the Easter 
weekend and church services on 
Thursday and Friday of this week 
and Easter Sunday at the 
beginning of next week.  
Yes, Sunday is actually the start 
of the week, not Monday as so 
many have stuck in their 
heads.  It’s likely 
because Monday starts the work 
week for most people, except the 
clergy.  Anyway, 
I  attended  church this evening 
and probably will tomorrow 
also. Attendance on Sunday goes 
without saying since it is 
Easter Sunday.  I wish all of you a 
blessed and joyous Easter. 
     Our meeting has been 
rescheduled for Thursday April 
20th.  I hope most of our members 
will take the time to attend and 
reconnect with the club.  I know 
that winter meetings are not high 
on some people’s priority lists, 
but spring is here and there are 
plans to be made for the summer 
flying season.  Let’s try to get 
everyone involved in one way or 
another according to their 
interests and talents. 
     I didn’t get up to Detroit Lakes 

for their Mall Show due to work. 
(Yes, I work every other 
Saturday.)  It is beginning to 
interfere with my hobby.  I missed 
half of our scheduled races last 
year due to conflicts with work.  I 
know that you have all been there 
in one way or another.  I just 
turned 70 in March (I can’t 
believe I’m that old) and I still 
have a long bucket list to check 
off before I go.  So, 
I’m  seriously considering finally 
retiring from all gainful 
employment by the end of May. 
Now, having stated that publicly, I 
will have to follow through.  I 
would like to spend much more 
time flying, but I also have an 
abundance of kits to build.  So 
much to do, so little time.  I will 
have to work harder at the hobby 
to get everything done I wish to 
do. 
     One of those things is to get 
more people involved in the 
hobby and pass on the knowledge 
that so many others have shared 
with me.  With that said, I will be 
available to help other club 
members in any way I can.  All 
you have to do is ask.  The reason 
I have stayed involved in this 
hobby/sport for 60 years is 
because of the wonderful people I 
have met along the way.  All of 
them have offered encouragement 
and help in many ways.  I’m just 
trying to pay that forward during 

the years I have left.  That is what 
is so wonderful about this hobby. 
     Think about what you want to 
accomplish in the hobby.  There 
will always be someone there to 
help you. 
     See you at the meeting.  Unless 
the weather is really nice, we will 
meet at the Mall. 
 
Don 

Notes from the 
March 9th Meeting 

 
The March meeting of the Fergus 
Falls R. C. Flyers was held on 
March 9th at the mall. Those 
present were Doug Larson, Tom 
Davis, Don Martinson,Roger 
Simonson, Larry Simonson, Floyd 
Lee, Christy Dickey, Daniel 
Lembcke, Don Peterson, Bill 
Roberts, Jerry L. Johnson, Bill 
Luedtke, Shelby Haukos, Charles 
Piekarski, Bernie Obowa, and 
Mike Drouillard. Meeting  was 
called to order by Don 
Martinson.   Secretary's report 
was read and approved. There was 
no treasurer report as J.A. 
Johnson is still in Texas.  Old 
business:  Jerry brought up that 
we need a new battery for the 
club's airplane.  Mike motioned to 
buy a battery for the club plane, 
seconded by Tom, motion 
carried.  New business:  Lee 
Leverson's daughter is selling all 



 

April 2017 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             Officers 
                                                             Don Martinson             President                          

                                                                                                                                                                           dsmartin@runestone.net 
                                                                                                                                                                                                     Larry Simonson         Vice President 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        Phone: 218-589-8997 

                                                                                                                                                                                                             Mike Drouillard   Secretary 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                           mikesplanes@hotmail.com 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                 Jerry A. Johnson    Treasurer 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                        jajsaj1@msn.com 

                                                                                                                                                                                                   Directors 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                Roger Simonson     Phone: 218-589-8997                   
                                                                                                                                                                                                              Tom Davis      davisrodshop@hotmail.com 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Bill Roberts    Rondakayroberts@hotmail.com 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                   Newsletter Editor 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       Doug Larson         ubcdoug@gmail.com 

 

Meeting  
March 9th at 

Westridge Mall 
Meeting @ 7:00 

P.M. 

of his planes and other R.C. 
equipment.  Motion was made to 
adjourn by Shelby, seconded by 
Doug.  Meeting adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
Michael Drouillard 
Secretary  

 
April 20th Meeting @                                

Westridge Mall 

 Meeting at 7:00 in the former 
Hallmark Site. 
 
Understanding Temporary Flight 
Restrictions and NOTAMs 
 
Reprinted from Model Aviation 

 
By now, most readers have heard the 
term TFR, and perhaps even been 
affected by one. A Temporary Flight 
Restriction is a type of NOTAM (Notice 
to Airmen) issued by the FAA that 
defines an area with restricted air travel 
because of a hazardous condition, a 
special event, or a general warning for 
the entire airspace. 
In the past, TFRs were primarily used to 
restrict air traffic above extraordinary 
ground-based situations to protect the 
individuals involved and to facilitate the 
ingress and egress of aircraft working the 
situation. Typically, TFRs are used to 
facilitate firefighting efforts, law-
enforcement situations, and rescue 
operations during natural disasters. At 
times they are used during large 

spectator events and open-air assemblies 
such as air shows and sporting events. 
They are also used during serious 
mishaps such as airplane crashes and 
most recently, wildfires. 
Since the terrorist attacks on September 
11, 2001, TFRs have been increasingly 
used for security purposes to thwart 
potential terrorist activity. They are now 
being used to protect VIP travel around 
the country, high-profile international 
events such as the Olympics, political 
conventions, and NASA activities such 
as space shuttle operations at the 
Kennedy Space Center. 
Model aviation has not always been 
significantly affected by TFRs; however, 
in the post-September 11 era, model 
airplanes have come under much closer 
scrutiny and the performance capabilities 
of the current aeromodeling technology 
has heightened the perceived threat 
attributed to model aircraft. 
TFRs come in all shapes and sizes, and 
fortunately, model aviation is only 
affected by those with the most stringent 
restrictions. TFRs affecting model 
airplanes were first issued in 2004, as 
part of the security measures put in place 
for the Republican and Democratic 
National Conventions. 
Since that time, hundreds of TFRs have 
been issued restricting model airplane 
operations in locations across the 
country. TFRs are usually in effect for 
anywhere from a few hours to a few 
days; however, some have restricted 
model aircraft activities for several 
weeks. 
TFRs that have an impact on 
aeromodeling typically involve a 32-
nautical-mile circle around a given set of 
coordinates. The circle establishes an 

area in which model airplane operations 
are prohibited during the specified times 
of the TFR. The prohibition of model 
airplane operations is specifically stated 
in the TFR in a paragraph restricting all 
sport aviation groups: “Outdoor radio 
control model aircraft operations are 
prohibited within the **nm circle for the 
specific times listed below. Control Line 
and Free Flight modelers should use 
discretion when operating within the 
TFR.” 
From a security standpoint, the concept 
is to create a “sterile” area in which all 
nonessential air traffic is grounded and in 
which only those aircraft that are under 
positive air traffic control are allowed to 
fly. As such, anything else that pops up is 
immediately considered suspect. 
The AMA is committed to keeping its 
members informed and is doing 
everything possible to get TFR 
information out to the membership in a 
timely manner. The AMA is currently 
included in the initial email distribution 
used in publishing the TFRs. When a 
new TFR notice comes in, it is 
immediately posted on Facebook, 
Twitter, and the AMA website. The 
AMA membership records and club 
roster are searched, and an email 
distribution is sent to all members and 
clubs in the affected area. 
From a modeler’s point of view, the first 
reaction might be, “You’ve got to be 
kidding me!” and the inclination might 
be to dismiss it and ignore the TFR, but 
under federal regulation, the US 
government can “pursue criminal 
charges,” so this issue is something to 
take seriously. 


