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 FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 
     First of all I would like to send 

a big thank you out to Larry 
Simonson for conducting the 

meeting in my absence.   I rarely 
am ill, but this last bout was a bad 
one.   I was sick for two weeks.   I 
even skipped a race because I felt 

too rotten to go.  For me that's 
bad!  I recovered enough to make 
it out to the Black Hills  with my 
wife for a   few days.   We left on 
a  Tuesday  and came back on a 
Friday.   We would have stayed 
the weekend, but my wife had 

promised a fellow worker to cover 
her weekend shifts as I was 

supposed to have the big 
money race on Aug. 26.   I 
received two phone calls that  
Thursday  while at the Mt. Moriah 
Cemetery in Deadwood, S.D. 
saying the race had been cancelled 
due to predicted heavy rains in 
Minneapolis on Saturday.   This 
was doubly disappointing since 
the reason for my early return no 
longer existed and Sarah's 
agreeing to work the weekend was 
predicated on my having the race 
on Saturday.   Sarah didn't feel 
she could back out on her 
commitment to work, so we came 
home anyway.   There was a huge 
classic car show in Deadwood  
Thursday  -  Sunday  with nightly 
music featuring Jay and the 
Americans, The Classics IV, and 

two other bands that I didn't 
know.   We spent  Wednesday  
and  Thursday  seeing the   sights.   
We rode the 1880 Railroad from 
Hill City to Keystone and back.   
We picked the last car on the train 
on the way up and found that 
there were just four of us on the 
car.   I had the opportunity to take 
some great pictures since we had 
a 180 degree panorama from the 
rear of the train.   We saw elk, 
white tail deer, coyotes, bald 
eagles, and various other wildlife.   
We went to Mt. Rushmore, of 
course, but we also took in the 
sites around Sylvan Lake, The 
Needles Highway, Custer State 
Park, Hill City, Keystone, 
Deadwood, Lead, and Sturgis. We 
covered a lot of ground in a short 
period of time.   It's nice to be 
home.   I'm planning to attend a 
race this Saturday in Minneapolis. 
I will go with a heavy heart as we 
lost one of our younger racers, 
Lee La Valley a week ago from a 
massive heart attack.   Lee was a 
very good Racer and a great Guy.   
He was 42.   It is a reminder to all 
of us not to put off those things 
that we wish to do. We are not 
promised tomorrow, so we must 
make the best use of today that we 
can. 
         I know that Larry covered 
all the items required for the fun 
fly on  September 16th.   I hope 
our weather will not be adversely 

affected by Hurricane Irma, and 
that we will have a good turnout.   
Thanks in advance to all those 
club members who have 
volunteered to provide food, and 
other goodies for our event.   If 
there is anything that needs our 
attention before the fun fly, please 
let me know.   Wish me luck on 
Sat. Sept 9th, I'll need it!   I hope 
to see all of you on the 16th.   
Take care and may God bless you 
all. 
 
Don 
 
August 10th Meeting 
 
The August meeting of the Fergus 
Falls R. C. Flyers was held on 
August 10 at the flying field. 
Those present were Christy 
Dickey, Doug Larson, Manfred 
Decker, Floyd Lee,  Larry 
Simonson, Jerry A.  Johnson, 
Brian Franklin, Tom Davis, Ross 
Vaagen, Jerry L. Johnson,   Mike 
Drouillard, and special guest Joel 
Davis from Colorado. Meeting 
was called to order by Larry 
Simonson due to our president 
feeling under the weather.   
   Old Business: Jerry delivered a 
check to Steve  for the float fly.                              
   New Business:   Motion was ma 
de to charge   $15.00 for pilots for 
the fun fly that includes the meal 
and $5.00 for just the meal, 
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Meeting  
September 14th 
at the outdoor 

field. Meeting @ 
7:00 P.M. 

motioned carried.  Jerry will take 
care of the sloppy joes and buns,  
Mike will do the potatoes and 
beans, Tom and Jerry treats, Ross, 
Larry ,and Roger chips. Jerry will 
take care of speakers. 
   Motion was made by Tom to 
spend 200 dollars on prizes, 
seconded by Jerry motion carried. 
Brian volunteered Derek to pick 
up the prizes.  Due to us not being 
able to fly in the mall this winter, 
Christy said she would check on 
flying at OLV. Motion was made 
to adjourn by  Jerry seconded by 
Tom meeting adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Mike Drouillard, Secretary. 

 
September 14th 
Meeting @ Outdoor 
Flying Field-Meeting 
at 7:00 
 
 
 
 

FAA 
Registration 
Requirement 
Struck Down 
 
On Friday, May 19 the  federal 
appeals court struck down the FAA’s 
registration requirement for 
recreational model aircraft. The 
Court ruling  is effective 
immediately. As such, if you have 
not registered with the FAA, you are 
no longer required under the law to 
do so. For those of you who have 
already registered with the FAA, you 
may be wondering what this means 
for you. We are currently working to 
obtain answers from the FAA and 
will share more information as it 
becomes available.  Please keep in 
mind that this is a fluid situation and 
there is always the possibility of a 
renewed push in Congress to compel 
federal registration for model 
aircraft. If that happens, rest assured 
that AMA will continue to advocate 
for your interests and keep you well 
informed every step of the way. We 
have repeatedly argued that federal 
registration for our community is 
duplicative and unnecessary, as our 
members already register their model 
aircraft with AMA. In addition, our 
80-year history of safe and 

responsible flying demonstrates that 
we’re not the problem. We shouldn’t 
be burdened by overly broad 
regulations.  The  ruling also bodes 
well for our pending court challenge 
to the FAA’s interpretation of the 
Special Rule for Model Aircraft 
(also known as the Interpretative 
Rule). That petition, which AMA 
filed in 2014, is currently before the 
same Court that today rejected the 
FAA’s registration rule and affirmed 
the strength of the Special Rule for 
Model Aircraft, otherwise known as 
Section 336. This gives us hope for 
our continued fight against the 
Interpretive Rule.  We understand 
that these policy and legal 
developments are sometimes 
dizzying and complicated, and they 
are rarely resolved quickly. We’re 
nearly three years into our challenge 
to the Interpretive Rule, for example. 
We truly appreciate your sticking 
with us while we press on in the 
fight to protect your right to fly, free 
from unnecessary and burdensome 
restrictions. 
Sincerely, 

 
AMA Government Affairs 
From the AMA website 
 


