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FROM THE PRESIDENT

     Hello fellow club members. As 
usual, I missed my deadline for 
getting this to Doug.  My apologies 
Doug.  So if the newsletter is a little
late, it's not Doug's fault. It's mine. 
Don't yell at Doug, yell at me. It's 
been a busy past two weeks. Back 
to back pylon races on consecutive 
Saturdays meant traveling to 
Minneapolis Sept. 30th and Oct. 
7th.  The 30th was a demolition 
derby with four mid-airs destroying 
eight planes with two additional 
planes planted overturning pylon 
three.  That makes 10 out of 13 
fliers.  I was one of the lucky 3.  
The following Saturday, Oct. 7,  
started out with a two-hour rain 
delay.  I flew a practice in a light 
rain.  Things got better as the day 
went on, not counting a no start in 
the first heat (Bad plug-only the 
practice run on it.)  Finished first 
and second the rest of the day.  My 
race partner, Phil Zuidema, finished
tied for first With Ron Gage.  I 
heard the engine start to go rich just
as the flag dropped.  No time to 
adjust it. Normally Phil's engine is 
set on the rich side and comes up on
the pipe when the plane is 
launched.  It took two laps to finally
get going and we made up the 
distance and took the lead, only to 
find that the number 1 pylon judge 

called 4 cuts on us.  We hadn't had a
cut all day.  Oh well, that's racing.  
Phil still finished second and took 
home some prize
money. (Over $100)  Phil tried to 
give me part of it, but I declined 
since I called the turns and we got 
some cuts.  Phil said "not your 
fault", but I felt he had really flown 
well all day and deserved the 
money.  "Next year!" I told Phil.  
We are going to practice a little as a 
team and get serious about racing 
again.  "Yeah" he said, "Let's do it." 
It remains to be seen.   During the 
past 20 years, the only "practice" 
we have done is a trim flight around
the poles before the race.  We don't 
ordinarily practice or even fly our 
racers between races. That's not the 
best route to the winner's circle.  
But we have won enough races in 
the past that we have nothing to 
prove.  We race because we enjoy 
doing it.  We race because we enjoy
the people we race with.  This 
racing season ended on a high note. 
Everyone flew well and there was 
only one crash.  My airplane flew 
flawlessly all day.  I'm excited about
next racing season.
     Doug has once again given us an
alternative  to a cold meeting this 
Thursday at the field.  I will let him 
fill you in on the meeting place.  
Get your drones and micros fired 
up! See you at the meeting!
 
Don

October 12th Meeting @
Our Lady of Victory School
gym 6-9.  Meeting @ 7:00

    
Notes from the September

14th Meeting
The September meeting of the RC 
Flyers was held on September 
14,2017 at the flying field. Those 
present were Jerry A Johnson, Jerry 
L  Johnson, Larry Simonson, Roger 
Simonson, Floyd Lee, Bill Roberts, 
Manfred Decker, Tom Davis, Doug 
Larson,  Christi Dickey, and  Brian 
Franklin. Larry S called the meeting
to order. Old business: OLV was 
called twice about indoor flying 
there was no response.
it was brought up that OLV was 
concerned about locking 
and unlocking doors , also about 
insurance. New business: Tom 
Davis wants a meeting of the board 
to discuss indoor flying he will e-
mail everybody with time and date. 
Jerry L. asked if anybody has 
contacted the city about opening a 
new cell? It was felt that someone 
should get a hold of public 
works director about it. The fun fly 
was all ready to go!!!  Meeting 
adjourned...

Respectfully submitted, 

Michael Drouillard
Secretary
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Helicopter Tuning 
for Beginners

Written by Greg Gimlick
How-to
As seen in the Winter 2017 issue of Park 
Pilot.
Maybe I should write de-tuning because 
I’m going to discuss how to tune a 
helicopter so that it’s appropriate for 
beginners. Most online information 
concerns tuning to increase performance,
but if you are a beginner, you need a 
more stable, less sporty machine.

The abundance of email I’ve received 
points to interest in tuning down a 450-
size helicopter, but these tips will work 
for most sizes. I’ll break the points into 
specific areas of concern.
Rpm: Some of the helis you see and 
hear at the field sound like angry hives of
bees on a rampage. The 3-D pilots run 
impressively high rpm, but you don’t 
need that. I use the governor function of 
my Castle Creations 
(castlecreations.com) controllers and set 

three rpm levels for various modes. 
(Note that the terms idle up and stunt 
are used interchangeably depending on 
the source.)

• Normal: 2,400 rpm

• Stunt 1 or idle up 1: 2,600 rpm
• Stunt 2 or idle up 2: 2,800 rpm

On a 450-size heli, these give a 
reasonable main rotor rpm that also 
provides stability and control authority.
Flybar weights: Flybarless helicopters 
are predominant today, but on flybar-
equipped helis, you can enhance stability
with flybar weights. You can even double 
the flybar weights for better stability. The
idea behind adding weight to the flybar 
or paddles is to reduce the 
responsiveness of the cyclic controls.

 Weighted paddles are available from 
third-party suppliers, or some use wheel 
collars on the bar. Wheel collars must be 
the same weight and must be attached 
so that the flybar remains balanced.

A nice benefit to using weights is that 
they can be positioned at various points 
along the bar to fine-tune the effects. 
The farther out on the bar, the more 
effective the weight will be in reducing 
the response. Increasing rotational mass 
can have a huge effect. Be sure that 
there is no way that a weight can come 
loose or shift position.

Pitch and Pitch Curves: As a beginner, 
you don’t need maximum positive and 
negative pitch like 3-D fliers do. You need
enough to maintain solid control, but not 
so much negative pitch that you are 
constantly slamming into the earth.

As a fixed-wing pilot, you develop a habit
of rapidly reducing throttle when you 
think you’re about to crash. On a 
helicopter with negative pitch, reducing 
the throttle will accelerate your arrival at 
the crash scene.  I don’t advocate taking 
all of the negative pitch out, because you
don’t want to develop a habit of not 
paying attention to it. As you progress, 
you will increase the available negative 
pitch, so it’s important to learn about its 
effects from the start.  One thing to 
remember is to always set your pitch to 
zero degrees at mid stick. This is 
important to establish early so that no 
negative habits develop before 
progressing beyond the basic flight 
modes.  Here are a couple of guidelines 
for beginner pitch/curve settings. 
Remember, these are recommendations 
for starting points and are conservative; 
you can dial them up later.

• Normal: 40%, 45%, 50%, 70%, 90%

• Stunt 1 or idle up 1: 10%, 30%, 50%, 
70%, 90%
• Stunt 2 or idle up 2: 0%, 25%, 50%, 
75%, 100%

These settings allow a beginner to have 
three increasingly more-aggressive 
settings without jumping all at once from
beginner settings to 3-D. Remember, 
you’re learning to crawl before you walk. 
The purpose of having 40% and 45% as 
the first two steps in normal settings is to
reduce the amount of negative pitch and 
make it easier to land from a hover
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