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FROM THE PRESIDENT
It's hard to believe that December is here 
already. Christmas is just around the corner, 
and I still have my Christmas presents to buy. 
Okay, I have purchased some of them, but I 
still have a long way to go to finish. Years ago 
I used to wait until Christmas eve day to shop. 
By then, things were already going on sale and
I saved some money on presents. With families
spread out across the map it isn't as easy to 
gather everyone together anymore so, certain 
gifts must be sent via USPS or SPEEDY or 
UPS, etc. therefore the last minute buying 
spree is no longer possible. Every year more 
stuff comes out to compete for our hard earned
dollars. Unless you are independently wealthy, 
needs must come before wants. Others must 
come before self. If you have had any religious
upbringing, you have seen these truths as 
recurring themes in the Bible. They have been 
recurring throughout human existence. Most of
the woes in present day society are a result of 
people putting themselves before others, 
mostly through selfishness and greed. 
Certainly there are good people out there doing
good works to help the less fortunate, but it's 
never enough. I am reminded every time I pass
a volunteer ringing the bell at a Salvation 
Army kettle, often in too big a rush doing my 
own thing, to stop and put some money in the 
kettle and thank the volunteer and wish them a 
Merry Christmas. I am reminded at this time of
year of one who tried to teach all of us the 
difference between what we wanted and what 
we really needed. In the end he put all others 
ahead of himself, to teach us the only lesson 
worth learning.
 Just a reminder of the meeting December 14th 
at Mike and Julie Drouillard's home. There 
will be a wonderful supper starting at 6:00 pm 
followed by our meeting at 7:00. Remember 
there will be an election of officers for the 
coming year, so make every effort to come. 
You will have fun!

Have a Blessed Christmas,

Don

December 14th Meeting @
Mike and Julie

Drouillard’s.  Supper at
6:00 followed by our
meeting @ 7:00 with

election of officers
    

Notes from the November
13th Meeting

The November meeting of the RC Flyers was 
held at OLV gym on Nov 13,2017. Those 
present were Doug Larson, Christi Dickey, 
Jerry A. Johnson, Bill Roberts, Jerry L. 
Johnson, Dan Lembcke, and Don Martinson. 
Old business: Payment to Ottertail Electric was
made and payment for tractor parts was taken 
care of. New busness: It was decided that there
will be flying at the gym on Monday the 11th 
of December, and the meeting will be on 
The14th of December at Mike and Julie's 
house. Nominations for officer's were Tom 
Davis for President, Larry Simonson for Vice, 
Roger Simonson for secretary and Jerry A. 
Johnson for treasurer. Meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted, 

Michael Drouillard
Secretary

Federal Registration
Congress recently finalized the National 
Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) that 
restores the FAA’s registration requirement. 
This bill reverses an earlier U.S. Court of 
Appeals decision that struck down the 
registration requirement when John Taylor 
challenged the rule. When this new national 
defense bill is enacted, all hobbyists and 
members will again be legally required to 

comply with the FAA registration requirement.

We expect this legislation to go through final 
passage in the House and Senate, and to the 
President’s desk soon. AMA members will be 
required to comply with the registration rule 
when it is again in effect. We will update you 
when this happens.

AMA believes that registration makes sense at 
some level, but has pushed for a more 
reasonable threshold, arguing that if 
registration is to be implemented, the criteria, 
threshold, and implementation should go 
through rulemaking. We are advocating that 
members should be able to use their AMA 
number/membership as an alternative to the 
registration requirement. While we address 
these issues, members will be legally required 
to comply with the FAA registration 
requirement when this bill is enacted.

We continue to work closely with Congress, 
the FAA, and other stakeholders to determine 
the best path forward when registration is 
reinstituted.

Following are some frequently asked 
questions. Answers are based on the 
information available at time of press and are 
subject to change.

Q: If I already registered, do I have register 
again?
A: Most likely you will not have to register again 
since this bill simply reverses the John Taylor 
case. We will share more as details emerge. 

Q: If I requested a refund and asked to be 
removed from the registration list, do I need to 
register again?
A: There is a good chance you will have to 
register again. We will learn more once this bill is 
enacted. You can call 877 396 4636 to check the 
status of your registration.

Q: How do I register?
A: You can register at 
https://registermyuas.faa.gov. If you need 
assistance, please call 877 396 4636.
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Q: Do I have to register every aircraft?
A: You only need to register your name, physical 
address, and email address once. You will receive 
a single FAA registration number which is to be 
placed inside all of your aircraft along with your 
AMA number.

Q: Do only drones and multirotor operators 
need to register?
A: No. Anyone who flies a model that is over 0.55
lbs (or 250 grams) and uses a ground-control 
system with a communications link, such as an RC
transmitter, is required to register. If you 
exclusively fly models under .55 pounds, indoors, 
CL, or FF - you do not need to register.

Q: Do I need to list both my AMA number and 
my federal registration number on my aircraft?
A: Yes, you need to list both your AMA number 
and Federal registration number on your aircraft. 
We are advocating to allow members to use their 
AMA numbers. We believe an AMA membership 
already meets the intent of registration, but at this 
time place both numbers on your aircraft.

Q: How does UAS registration affect my 
membership?
A: AMA club or member benefits are not 
contingent on UAS registration. We encourage all 
members to follow Federal regulations, but we are
not policing UAS registration.

Q: Should clubs, contest directors, or event 
leaders require all pilots be registered?
A: No, we are not asking our clubs or contest 
directors to police UAS Registration. That 
decision is up to each individual club and event 
leader.

Q: I am an Affiliate Member, do not live in the 
US, or I am not a US Citizen. How do I 
register?
A:Everyone, including foreign nationals and 
tourists, who operate a UAS for hobby or 
recreational purposes outdoors in the U.S. must 
use the FAA’s online registration system. These 
non-U.S. citizens or non-permanent U.S. residents 
will receive the same registration certificate as 
U.S. Citizens or permanent U.S. residents. 
However, this certificate will function as a 
“recognition of ownership”

document. This document is required by the 
Department of Transportation for foreign nationals
to operate legally in the US.  Visiting pilots can 
only use a computer with a United States IP 
address to register. When arriving in the states, 
pilots can register using a US computer at a hotel, 
guest home, or even at AMA HQ. For assistance 
you can call 877 396 4636 or email 
FAAHotline@faa.gov.

Q: I only fly CL, FF, or indoors - do I need to 
register?
A: No. If you exclusively fly indoors, FF, or CL 
you do not need to register.

Q: Can I fly my large model aircraft? Turbine 
jets?
A: Yes. The Special Rule for Model Aircraft, 
which is part of the 2012 FAA Modernization and 
Reform Act, allows AMA members to operate 
model aircraft over 55 lbs as long as they are 
operating in accordance with AMA’s Large Model 
Aircraft safety program. AMA members can also 
fly turbine jets provided the operator holds a 
current AMA Turbine Waiver.

Q: Does my large model aircraft require an N 
number?
A: AMA representatives, including AMA’s legal 
counsel, met with the FAA on January 15, 2016, 
and this was one of the many questions that were 
raised. The FAA representatives confirmed that 
AMA members, operating models under the Large
Model Airplane Program, should not have to apply
for an N number.

Q: Am I permitted to fly first person view 
(FPV)? Can I fly at night?
A: Yes. AMA members are still protected by the 
Special Rule for Model Aircraft, which is part of 
the 2012 FAA Modernization and Reform Act. As 
long as AMA members continue to follow AMA's 
safety guidelines for these activities, they can 
continue to fly. The guidelines listed on the FAA 
UAS website do not negate the modeling activities
and related safety procedures established in 
AMA's community-based safety program.

Q: What happens if I don’t register?
A: According to the FAA, failure to register an 
unmanned aircraft may result in regulatory and 
criminal sanctions.

Q: Can I register by paper?
A: We understand there are AMA members who 
do not have a computer. The FAA offers a paper 
application, which currently is only available at 
local FAA Flight Standards Ditrict Offices 
(FSDO), but this process can take many months. If
a member does not have a computer, we 
encourage them to have a club or family member 
help them register.

Q: I do not want to give my credit card 
information over the internet or have a 
computer? What should I do?
A: As for members who cannot or do not want to 
submit credit card information online, the FAA has
agreed to accept gift credit cards such as Visa or 
Mastercard. You can purchase these gift cards, 
which closely resemble a credit card, through 
many retailers. 
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