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FROM THE PRESIDENT
Greetings,

I hope everyone is surviving all
of the COLD weather we have had 
recently. Just a little hard on the 
heating bill. The bright side is we 
aren't shoveling out from a blizzard.

We are going to hold our 
meeting a little later this month as I 
will be out of town on the normal 
meeting date. If the weather and snow 
conditions improve, we will plan a ski 
fly for late February or early March.

Regarding registering with the 
FAA: I believe, as we are all individual
members of the AMA, each of us 
should register individually.  I feel the 
AMA is doing everything it can to 
represent us as members in a positive 
manner.  Of course I am old school and
normally would think I don't want 
another layer of bureaucracy.  When 
you look at the BIG PICTURE of non-
AMA members doing a lot of stupid 
flying out there, as AMA members we 
want to be in good standing with the 
FAA.  Just this week someone was 
flying a drone in the landing pattern of 
a commercial jet in Las Vegas.  I am 
going to assume this individual is not a
member of the AMA or FAA 
registered.  A few weeks back a drone 
collided with an Army Black Hawk 
helicopter in restricted air space.  This 
resulted in damage to the helicopter's 
rotor which was estimated over 
$100,000.00 dollars.  Fortunately there
weren't any injuries or fatalities.

In my opinion, the writing is on
the wall.  We as AMA members need 
to take the time to register, even if we 

are reluctant to do so.  It is only a 
matter of time that the bad apples will 
create more restrictions for the GOOD 
fruit.  Next month I will discuss 
aircraft maintenance.

Thank you Doug for all you do 
for the club. We all appreciate it. Have 
a GREAT day. See you tomorrow 
night.
   
Tom

February 26th Meeting @
our indoor site (OLV gym).

Meeting @ 7:00.
    

Notes from the January 8th

 Meeting
The January meeting of the R.C.Flyers 
was held on January 8th at OLV. Those
present were Tom Kalvik, Tom Davis, 
Doug Larson, Christi Dickey, Don 
Martinson, Floyd Lee, Roger 
Simonson, Bill Roberts, Bernie 
Obowa, Charles Piekarski, Daniel 
Lembcke, and Mike Drouillard.  Old 
Business: Tom had talked to the city 
and found out that our flying site will 
be able to stay for a long time at the 
present location.  New business: Our 
winter flying date was decided to be at 
Tom Davis a date will be determined 
later.  Shelby made a motion to adjourn
Roger seconded meeting was 
adjourned
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Michael Drouillard
Secretary

**MEDIA ADVISORY**

AMA and DJI Launch 

Joint Drone Safety And 

Training Program
World’s Largest Model Aircraf  rgaaizatioa aad Leadiag 

Droae Maker Expaad Public Safety aad Educatioa Eforts

February 15, 2017 – Academy of Model 
Aeronautics (AMA), the nation’s leading voice 
for model flying hobbyists, and DJI, the world’s 
leading maker of unmanned aircraft systems 
(UAS), are launching a joint program to 
promote safe and responsible drone 
operations, train public safety officers to use 
drones effectively, and support educational 
outreach efforts.
AMA and DJI will collaborate on other potential 
opportunities to mutually support their missions
and provide new programs and options for 
those interested in small unmanned aircraft 
systems (sUAS), the FAA’s formal designation 
for drones. Both organizations will become 
more visible in each other’s outreach and 
communications channels, and will explore 
joint activities to inspire youth and adults to 
become involved in model aviation and 
recreational drone flying.

“Safe operations in the national airspace are of

the upmost importance to the AMA,” said AMA 
Executive Director Dave Mathewson. “This 
cooperative effort will further those safety 
efforts as we build educational programs for 
those planning to use DJI products as they 
explore the many activities that drones make 
possible.”

“By working with the AMA, we are encouraging

safe operations by our pilots who are looking to
progress in the hobby and to reach new 
audiences through this partnership,” said Ryan 
Tong, DJI General Manager, San Francisco 
Office. “Recreational and educational 
operations are a key source of innovation in 
technology, and model aviation in particular 
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inspires many to pursue careers in sciences, 
robotics, aviation, and beyond.”

“As a Life Member of AMA, I know first-hand 

the value of its community engagement and 
educational programming,” said Brendan 
Schulman, Vice President of Policy & Legal 
Affairs for DJI.  “I am excited for DJI to bring 
the latest in technology to AMA’s membership, 
and to work together to preserve the freedom 
to operate model aircraft for recreational and 
educational purposes.”
DJI and the AMA will develop and promote a 
joint AMA membership offering; advocate for 
the accessibility, affordability and safety of 
personal drones; offer dedicated online support
for pilots; and develop youth programs to 
nurture interest in pathways to aviation and 
technology careers.
The two organizations will work together to 
promote the AMA Public Safety course, a 
hands-on training experience that teaches 
public safety employees how to safely use 
drone technology in their daily jobs. The course
includes flight skills training and orientation 
management, and culminates in a series of 
flights that allow them to apply their skills in 
simulated public safety missions.
DJI will also provide support to all of the AMA’s 
educational outreach efforts, including the 
UAS4STEM drone construction and flight 

competition for teens, by offering a 10% 
discount on DJI products.

For additional information, please 
contact:
DJI: Adam Lisberg, Corporate Communication

Director, North America – 
adam.lisberg@dji.com

AMA: Mandee Mikulski – (765) 287-1256 x 

277, mandeem@modelaircraft.org
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indoor site (OLV gym).
Meeting @ 7:00

Sometimes there's learning…...

Sometimes there's retrieving…..

Sometimes there's fixing…..

Sometimes there's flying…..

Sometimes we're not too sure what is
going on !!!!

A thank you to Christi Dickey for the 
awesome pictures in this month’s 
newsletter.  Remember there is no 
flying at OLV this week as the gym is 
being used for school or other 
activities.
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