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FROM THE PRESIDENT

     Happy New Year to all. May you be
blessed with good health, happiness, 
and a few new toys for the new year. 

Maybe Santa brought the toys . 
     I would like to thank Mike and Julie
Droulliard for hosting the club 
gathering again this year. Everyone 
enjoyed lots of fine food and 
beverages. First class hospitality as 
always.  After the meal, the club 
meeting was held.  Election of officers 
took place. Unbeknownst to me, I was 
nominated for President. Whomever 
nominated me, may it cloud up and 
rain all over you anytime you wish to 
fly.... JUST KIDDING....…. Later 
Mike was so gracious to present Doug 
with a ready to fly trainer which 
appeared to be brand new.  It was an 
emotional moment for several in 
attendance. We might get Doug to earn
his airplane solo wings yet...
     The club will be having a ski fly 
this winter on a lake or at my home. 
We will discuss this at the next 
meeting which will be at OLV.  I hope 
to see you all there for some flyin' and 
truckin'.

Take care, 

Tom

January 8th Meeting @ our
indoor site (OLV gym).  

Meeting @ 7:00.
    

Notes from the December
14th Meeting

The December meeting of the RC 
Flyers was held on Dec 14th at the 
Drouillards.  Those present were Don 
Martinson, Bill Roberts, Christi 
Dickey, Jerry L Johnson, Doug Larson,
Larry Simonson, Tom Davis, Roger 
Simonson, Floyd Lee, Tom Kalvik, 
Shelby Haukos, and Mike Drouillard. 
Old Business: Jerry reported that we 
would be able to stay at are field for 
quite some time. New Business: 
Election of officers was held the 
results were Tom Davis President, 
Larry Simonson Vice-President, Jerry 
A Johnson Treasurer, Michael 
Drouillard Secretary, Board Roger 
Simonson,Bill Roberts, and Don 
Martinson. Newsletter editor Doug 
Larson. meeting was adjourned.
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Michael Drouillard
Secretary

Federal Registration

Last month, we shared new 
information about the FAA’s UAS 
registration requirement, which 
Congress has reinstated.

On December 12, 2017, President 
Trump signed legislation that will 
reverse the earlier court ruling in the 
John Taylor case and restore the FAA’s
UAS registration requirement, 
including for AMA members. 

AMA believes that registration makes 
sense at some level, but has pushed for 
a more reasonable threshold. While we
address these issues, members will be 
legally required to comply with the 
FAA registration requirement.

Stepcraft 2/420 CNC System

Have you ever purchased a short kit or ordered
precut balsawood? If so, did you find yourself 
constantly checking your email for shipping 
updates or impatiently waiting for a big brown 
truck to pull into your driveway? You likely 
have thought to yourself, “I could have cut the 
parts quicker than they shipped.” Well, now 
you can!
The Stepcraft-2/420 Desktop CNC System 
allows you to cut parts for your aircraft from 
the comfort of your home or workshop. It’s 
available in several sizes to fit modelers’ 
needs. Not only can it cut balsa, but with the 
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right attachments it’s capable of cutting metals,
carbon fiber, a variety of wood, and plastic. It 
can perform tasks such as milling, 3-D 
printing, engraving, laser engraving, routing, 
woodworking, carving, hot-wire cutting, and 
wood burning. It can also be used for 
scrapbooking.

The Stepcraft-2/420 measures 213/4 x 171/2 
inches, with a 161/2 x 11.8-inch work surface. 
It currently retails for $1,499, plus shipping. 
The other available models are the Stepcraft-
1/210, which is the smallest, the 2/300, the 
2/600, and the largest is the 2/840, which 
would be useful for woodworking, large hobby
model projects, and large craft projects. The kit
versions of these range in price from $999 to 
$1,999. All are also available in ready-to-run 
versions, with additional costs for assembly 
and shipping.
The review model was sent as a kit. According 
to Don Sanqunetti, a volunteer at the National 
Model Aviation Museum, in Muncie, Indiana, 
who put the kit together, all of the screws and 
each piece came carefully and neatly packed in
Styrofoam. Nothing came preassembled in the 
kit, which contains more than 100 parts (most 
are screws) and grease. A rotary tool was 
included with the review model, and spindles 
are available for an additional cost.

All of the pieces needed to build the Stepcraft come neatly and 
securely packaged. The Stepcraft Desktop CNC System can also be 
purchased prebuilt.

The first thing that Don did after opening the 
box was to clear off his workbench and spread 
the parts on a mat, as instructed in the 56-page 
manual. When he flipped through the full-color
instruction book, he noticed that the steps were
clearly laid out with diagrams. “Some people 
compare [these instructions] to a Lego 
construction set because everything is very 
well instructed and labeled,” Don commented. 
“But I’m older than that—I grew up with 
Erector sets in the ’50s.”
The kit does not provide the tools needed to 
assemble the Stepcraft. These include several 
sizes of Allen wrenches, a slotted-head 
screwdriver, long-nose pliers, a cutting tool, 
box wrenches in four sizes, superglue, a 
measuring tool, and multipurpose oil.

Listed with each step are the required parts for 
that step. There are no written, step-by-step 
instructions, which Don didn’t find 
problematic. For those who need more 
explanation, several helpful free videos are 
available on Stepcraft’s YouTube channel. 
Builders can also find videos for each step at 
www.stepcraftsupport.com/assemblycourse.
According to Stepcraft’s website, the average 
assembly time is 6 to 8 hours, with an 
additional 1 or 2 hours needed for final 
adjustments. Don, who has been building 
model aircraft kits for most of his life and has 
experience with CNC machining, said he 
worked on the project for roughly 16 hours 
over the course of four days. He added that the
kit was fun to build.  During the build, Don 
had one point of confusion. He found that a 
drawing of the end switch bracket didn’t match
up with the actual part sent with the kit, but 
later noticed that there was a note next to the 
drawing stating that the part shape had 
changed.

“It did what we wanted it to do,” said Greg 
Prater, AMA Plans Service coordinator, who 
helped Don operate the machine. “It works 
better as a router than I thought it would.”

“It takes a while to learn [how to use it],” Don 
added.

“I would give it a fairly steep learning curve, 
but it’s doable,” Greg stated.

When using the machine, the included cross 
clamps with bolts fit into slots in the frame to 
secure wood and other materials and prevent 
them from shifting during cutting. The bolts 
can easily be adjusted to secure materials up to
1/2 inch thick. The cutting area is a white 
Formica hardboard table and Stepcraft 
suggests that you put some type of waste board
under the material that you are cutting to 
prevent damaging the Formica.

The Stepcraft can cut at a maximum speed of 
50mm per second/107 inches per minute. If 
you choose to purchase the 3-D printing 
option, it can print objects at a maximum 
height of 4.72 inches.

These wing ribs, cut by the Stepcraft, will be used to build a 1/2-scale de 
Havilland D.H.2.
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