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FROM THE PRESIDENT
Greetings,

Greetings, Spring and outdoor 
flying is just around the corner. I 
would like to welcome Tom Kalvik 
back to our club. Tom was very active 
a while back, took a break, and we are 
happy to see you enjoy the hobby 
again. Those of you that don't know 
Tom, he is a MASTER BUILDER. He 
has a hangar full of beautiful aircraft 
that were built the old fashioned way. 
He is currently working on a 90+ inch 
span Consolidated PBY Catalina which
is an amphibious aircraft. The full 
scale was built in the 1930's and 
1940's. I hope to see it at the float fly 
this spring.

I recently spoke with Steve 
Plaza from FF Park and Recreation 
about the possibility of building an 
R/C truck track at the flying Field. It 
was a very pleasant surprise that he 
knew exactly what I was talking about.
I mentioned that I recently was in Lake
Havasu City AZ. where a track and 
R/C field were on the same grounds. 
Turns out, Steve moved here from 
Lake Havasu City to work for Park and
Recreation. He was involved in Parks 
in LHC. What are the odds? I would 
like the membership to think about this
as we will discuss it at the next 
meeting.

Maintenance of R/C 
equipment: We have all likely 
experienced a failure of some sort in 
our equipment. Usually with a little 
observation and maintenance, it could 
have been avoided. I will give you a 

few tips, trying to be thorough but 
brief.

Batteries: Batteries are the 
lifeline of any powered model. There is
inexpensive testing equipment 
available that will tell you the capacity 
and voltage of your batteries. Make 
sure they remain in specs to fly or 
drive you model. Always check the 
wiring to see if any are loose or frayed.

Servos: Always check servo 
wiring and fastening screws. Also of 
note is the screw holding the control 
horn to the output shaft of the servo. 
Make sure any servo extension 
connectors are secure. I use heat shrink
over these connections.

Linkages: Inspect all servo 
linkages and control horns. Use ball 
links on each end if possible. This will 
reduce any free play in the linkage.

Engine and motor mounts: 
Make periodic inspections to confirm 
everything is secure. On fueled 
systems inspect your fuel lines 
regularly. I have seen where a pilot 
was fueling his plane and thinking it 
was taking a lot of fuel. It was, it soon 
came flowing out the back of the 
airplane...

Enough for now, remember the 
Detroit Lakes Mall Show will be April 
7th, 2018. It is always an enjoyable day 
with wonderful hospitality by that 
group. We hope to see you at the next 
club meeting on March 12th.

Thanks again Doug and Christi for all 
your help. 

Tom

March 7th Meeting @ our
indoor site (OLV gym).  

Meeting @ 7:00.
    

Notes from the February
26th

 Meeting

The February meeting on the 
R.C. Flyers was held on February 26, 
2018, at the OLV gym.  Those present 
were Doug Larson, Kristie Dickey, 
Tom Kalvik, Don Martinson, Tom 
Davis, Bill Roberts, Daniel Lembcke 
and Mike Drouillard. Don Martinson 
brought in the new paperwork for the 
AMA charter.  Don made a motion to 
have Tom check with Park & Rec 
about building a car track.  Seconded 
by Doug.  Detroit Lakes mall show 
will be April 7th at the Center Mall.  
Tom Kalvik made a motion to adjourn,
seconded by Bill.  Meeting adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Michael Drouillard
Secretary
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Posted October 13th on the AMA 
Newsletter (foundation portion)

Desert Hawks RC Club Receive
an AMA Club Recognition and 
Reward Grant

 RC club complex has been home to 

RC airplanes and helicopters. The club 

members wanted something to do 

when it was too windy to fly their 

planes. The club decided to expanded 

to include RC truck and buggy 

enthusiasts by constructing race tracks 

on its grounds. Ed Hail, vice president 

of the club and track chairman, was 

interviewed by Chelsea Curtis from 

Today News-Herald. Hail told Curtis 

that he thinks it is a good thing for the 

community because it gives people 

who like this hobby a place to come 

and legally participate in the hobby.

At first, the Desert Hawks constructed 

a small oval track for the club to use. 

The track became very popular that Ed 

Heil began to collect donations from 

club members to build a larger RC 

course. The club raised enough money 

to build a larger course but there is no

 set date for the track’s grand opening. 

The club is hoping to have the grand 

opening in the next few weeks.

The Desert Hawks RC club complex is

open on Saturdays from 8 a.m. to noon

and non-members are allowed to try 

the RC tracks once for free. Once they 

try the track, they are able to join the 

club for a fee. Also, in order to join the

club, they are required to become a 

member of the Academy of Model 

Aeronautics. 

The AMA would like to congratulate 

the Desert Hawks RC ClubThe Desert 

Hawks RC Club recently received an 

AMA club recognition and reward 

grant for $75. The club is located in 

Lake Havasa City, AZ.

For over 35 years, the Desert Hawks 

on raising enough money to construct a

large track and making it fun for 

everyone!

The AMA Club Recognition and Reward 

Program was established to encourage 

clubs to promote model aviation. The 

AMA offers clubs cash incentives for 

positive local media coverage for a public 

event, public service, club announcement, 

or other coverage

Editors Note-

This article thoroughly substantiates 
what members of our club have been 
discussing for several months.  It’s 
another way of introducing people to 
the world of RC flying etc. and helps 
everyone be safe by belonging to a 
club that will provide safe instruction 
under the AMA guidelines.  It’s a 
Win/Win situation!!!! 

Doug
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