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FROM THE PRESIDENT
Greetings,

Welcome again, it is a balmy 65 
degrees with wind gusts of 41mph!!!! Not 
quite the day I wanted for a maiden flight on 
my Timber. Oh well, better days ahead. We 
will plan to meet outdoors at the field for the 
May 10th meeting. Of note, a member has 
donated 400ft of black plastic pipe for the R/C 
truck track. We will need spikes to secure the 
pipe and also a driver stand if anyone is 
interested to contribute towards that.

Recently Greg Wentz of Fargo passed 
away. Greg was a good friend of mine, but we 
had been out of touch for many years. Greg 
and I met back in the late 70's as we were both 
members of the Valley R/C Flyers club. Greg 
always had a good sense of humor.

Greg and I, along with the help of 
many others, grew the Fargo club in 
membership. We transitioned through 4 
different flying sites together. We went to 
many fun flys in Carrington, Bismarck, Fargo, 
Wheaton, Detroit Lakes, and Fergus Falls 
together. We often set up next to each other. 
There was always a competition between us on
who could do something BETTER or 
LOWER. Yes, sometimes it did come at the 
expense of a nice airplane...

Wheaton club members were always 
the most memorable as they were VERY 
HARD on airplanes. Six guys from Wheaton 
could come to a fun fly with two dozen 
airplanes and they were lucky to go home with
1 flying per member. Many friendships were 
formed among the flyers over the years and 
that is still the norm today.

At Greg's funeral, I was reunited with 
a few of those friends. I hadn't seen most of 
them in many years. We made plans to get 
together this Spring to do some flying together.
Some of them hadn't flown in many years. 
When we, as flyers or truckers, are at the field 
this year, take time to greet the new person at 
the field. Take time to talk with your fellow 
club members. Good friendships will be 
formed.  I can picture myself out flying this 

summer on a beautiful day. As the day goes on,
a dark rain cloud will appear. All of a sudden it
will rain all over me. I will look up at that 
cloud and smile. I will see Greg up in that 
cloud smiling. He will then laugh and say 
GOTCHA DAVIS.... Happy Landings...

Tom

May 10th Meeting @ the
field.  

Meeting @ 7:00.
    

Notes from the April 9th

 Meeting

The April meeting of the R.C. Flyers 
was held on April 9th at OLV gym. Those 
present were Christi Dickey ,Doug Larson, 
Tom Kalvik, Tom Davis, Don Martinson, 
Roger Simonson, Floyd Lee, Jerry A. Johnson,
Larry Simonson, Bill Roberts, Brian Franklin, 
Don Peterson, Jerry L. Johnson, Daniel 
Lembcke, Bill Luedtke,Bernie Obowa,and 
Mike Drouillard.  Old Business: Floyd 
checked with Steve Brimhall to see if June 2nd
was open for the Fun Fly on Bass Lake-its 
open. New Business: Tom will take care of the 
mowing for the Float Fly. Mike and Bill will 
do food, Mike will contact Mark Beckstrom 
about boat. Tom talked to the city about getting
a couple of tables for the track and also about 
furnishing clay. Don Martinson made a motion
to give FF prom a 25 dollar donation seconded
by Floyd motion carried. Christi made a 
motion to adjourn Jerry seconded meeting was 
adjourned.

Respectfully submitted, 

Michael Drouillard
Secretary

House of 
Representatives
Passes FAA 
Reauthorization 
Act
Today, the House of Representatives 
passed the FAA Reauthorization Act of 
2018 (H.R.4), a long-term reauthorization 
of the FAA. We are happy to share that 
Section 336, also known as the Special 
Rule for Model Aircraft, is included in this 
bill with meaningful refnements that we 
supported to help make it stronger. We 
especially want to thank the thousands of
members who participated in our Call to 
Action in the last few weeks to let 
Congress know the importance of 
protecting our hobby. Your eforts during 
this critical time have made a signifcant 
impact.
While much of what we fought for was 
included in this bill, there are also some 
provisions that concern us. Rest assured 
– we will continue to work on improving 
FAA Reauthorization moving forward. 
Protecting our hobby is AMA’s top priority
and we will do everything possible to 
ensure your ability and freedom to fy.
Please remember there are several more 
steps in the process before FAA 
Reauthorization becomes law. The next 
step is for the Senate to consider its own 
version of FAA Reauthorization, and then 
both the House and Senate bills will be 
sent to a Joint Committee to hash out a 
fnal version of the legislation. This 
process could take months and we may 
ask for your help again during this time.
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Again, we cannot thank you enough for 
your unwavering support. Please 
continue to monitor your emails, social 
media, and www.modelaircraft.org/gov 
for new information and ways you can 
help.
As always, thank you for your support.

AMA Government Afairs

FAA Authorization Extended
to September 30, 2018

The AMA Government Afairs team has 
worked diligently with Congress to ensure
our hobby is protected in Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) reauthorization 
legislation. On March 23, President Trump
signed the omnibus spending bill into 
law, which includes a six-month 
extension of FAA authorization, funding 
the FAA through September 30, 2018. 
This extension means the Special Rule for
Model Aircraft (Section 336) will remain 
intact and our members can continue to 
fy under AMA’s set of community-based 
safety guidelines, as we have for many 
decades.
While this legislation provides short-term 
clarity for our members, we need long-
lasting certainty for our hobby. Over the 
next six months, we will continue to work
with Congress on a long-term 
reauthorization bill that will strengthen 
the Special Rule for Model Aircraft and 
affirm the role of community-based 
organizations like AMA in educating and 
supporting hobbyists.
As always, the most current information 
about our government advocacy eforts is

available on our website 
www.modelaircraft.org/gov.

Sincerely,
AMA Government Afairs Team

In the Air

As seen in the April 2018 issue of Model 
Aviation.

AMA Integrates App

AMA has partnered with AirMap, the 
world’s leading airspace management 
platform for unmanned aircraft, to 
integrate a situational awareness app for 
drone pilots.

AirMap for Drones is available through 
Google Play and the iOS App Store. AMA 
members can use the free app to find an 
AMA club flying field and to get real-time 
airspace information about their flights. 
This information includes determining if 
it’s a controlled airspace, if there is a 
Temporary Flight Restriction (TFR) in 
place, what air traffic is nearby, and 
updates on potential weather changes.

AMA members can also use the app to 
submit a digital notice if they are flying 
within 5 miles of an airport. Those with a 
Part 107 license can digitally request Low
Altitude Authorization and Notification 
Capability (LAANC) authorization in US-
controlled airspace at participating 
locations.
Dave Mathewson, AMA executive director,
stated in a January 2018 press release, 
“AMA is excited about our new 
partnership with AirMap. The tools that 
AirMap provides will be a real asset in 
helping to educate our members about 
sUAS and help ensure that we continue 
to fly safely and responsibly.”

Pilots can make their own profiles, 
manage their aircraft, and view past 
flight plans with AirMap for Drones. You 
can learn more about the app 
at www.airmap.com/operators.
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