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FROM THE PRESIDENT
Greetings from the Prez.

Summer is upon us, technically 
Spring I guess. It has been VERY windy 
most of the time. It has been difficult to 
get any quality flying time in. I did go to 
fly at the Fargo field a couple of weeks 
ago. Doug Isaacson soloed his new 
Timber.  Congratulations Doug.  It is a 
sweet flying airplane. There are a couple 
of them in our club. This month I am 
going to do a member profile. It will be on
Jerry Johnson. Which one? Read on.... 

The float fly was a success even 
though we held off on flying for awhile. I 
arrived at Bass Lake around 8:20 a.m. The
water was perfect at that time for flying. 
Just a little ripple and light breeze. I got a 
flight in on both the Timber and the 
Tidewater. I also ripped around with the 
electric boat. Then the rain came, raining 

almost until noon. If you remember last 

month's article, maybe Greg had 

something to do with it.  I welcomed
it as the farmers needed it.

We had 15 people on site at one 
point for the float fly. We had fairly decent
flying for about 3 hours in the afternoon. 
Mike D. and Bill R. handled the lunch 
duties with the help of a few others. 
Everyone did a FANTASTIC job in the 
food dept. No one went away hungry.... 
silly me, I didn't have to have supper that 
night. The flying went well. No crashes 
and only a few retrievals. Great job 

everybody, it is a wonderful place to fly 
off the water.

The city of Fergus Falls delivered 
2 loads of clay for the track. I used them 
up on 2 jumps as the lane width will be 14 
feet. The lane width should make the track
enjoyable for everyone using it. I have 
requested at least 4 more loads of clay. 
They have not been delivered at this point.
When they are, I will continue on with that
part of the track. Once I am done with the 
clay work, I will need a club effort on 
putting up the plastic lane barriers. Our 
next meeting will be at the club field on 

June 14th at 7 bells p.m.

MEMBER PROFILE:
Jerry L. Johnson, we are so 

fortunate to have not one, but two 
members by the name of Jerry Johnson in 
our club. Both are active pilots and have 
been very instrumental on the upkeep of 
our flying field. How did I choose? I guess
seniority prevailed.

Jerry L. was born in 1937. at the 
young age of three he was already curious 
about airplanes. In 1940 there was a fair 
amount of military aircraft activity where 
he lived. Anytime he heard an airplane, he 
ran outside to check it out. At age 6 or 7 he
was able to get his hands on some dime 
store gliders. At that point he was hooked 
on airplanes.

The next step was building a 
wooden model Grumman Bearcat. At age 
13 he started to build and fly glow fuel 
powered control line airplanes with his 
uncle. It was a model of an Aeronca Sedan
and  was covered with tissue paper which 

came on peaches purchased at the grocery 
store. Very resourceful. It had an OK Cub 
engine which was not very reliable at the 
time. Jerry flew control line aircraft into 
his 30's.

Jerry started flying full scale 
airplanes in 1955 at the age of 18. He 
received a 1/2 hour flight certificate from 
his parents as a graduation gift. Jerry 
pursued his private license and was 
certified in December 1956. Jerry decided 
he wanted to become a flight instructor 
and worked toward that goal which he 
achieved.

Jerry was a member of an Aeronca
Champ club when he purchased his first 

plane a Cessna 140.  Four years later it 

was sold and replaced with a newer 
Cessna 172. Through the years Jerry 
logged around 700 hours flight time. 
When Jerry got married and started having
a family the big airplanes had to go. :( He 
had a nice career with Otter Tail Power 
and retired after 39 years of employment.

The Fergus Falls R/C Flyers Club 
was formed in 1984 with the name coming
from Don Vraspir. Jerry joined the club in 
1986 and has been a member ever since. 
He has had several different aircraft over 
the years and still enjoys flying them. We 
all hope to continue seeing you enjoy the 
hobby for many more years Jerry L.

Tom

June 14th Meeting @ the
field.  

Meeting @ 7:00.
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Notes from the May 10th

 Meeting

The May meeting of the Fergus
Falls RC. Flyers was held on May 10th
at the flying field. Those present were 
Tom Davis, Don Martinson, Christi 
Dickey, Jerry A Johnson, Jerry L 
Johnson, Floyd Lee, Bill Roberts, 
Brian Franklin, Manfred Decker, and 
Michael Drouillard. Old Business: A 
25 dollar check was issued for prom. 
What everyone was doing for the float 
fly was finalized.  New Business: 
Discussion of the new track, where it’s 
going to be and the dirt coming in 
thanks to Tom and the city. Mike made
a motion to adjourn seconded by Don 
meeting was adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Michael Drouillard
Secretary

 

Government Affairs Update, June 7,
2018

The AMA Government Affairs team 
continues its work in Washington, DC. to
represent and protect our hobby. We 
want to share with you more information 
about our activities in recent weeks.
As the Senate prepares to focus on FAA
reauthorization legislation, members of 
our team have conducted numerous 
meetings with senators and staff sharing
the importance of the Special Rule for 

Model Aircraft (Section 336).  These 
Senate meetings have allowed us to 
build upon the positive language in the 
House bill to further strengthen and 
protect model aviation. As the language 
for Section 336 progresses, we will 
continue to meet with legislators and 
stakeholders to advocate for our 
members.  If the Senate moves forward 
with a bill, we anticipate it may happen 
before the July 4th holiday.  Once a 
Senate bill is introduced, it and the 
House bill will go to a conference 
committee who will reintroduced a 
combined bill for a final vote before 
September.
This year, we have seen fewer 
problematic bills proposed in state 
legislations, as state representatives are
becoming familiar with our hobby and 
reach out to us for guidance. We have 
engaged with legislators in various 
states regarding eighteen proposed bills,
most recently in Ohio. As introduced, 
House Bill 685 would further restrict the 
airspace and impose record keeping 
requirements that would burden 
unmanned aircraft system (UAS) 
retailers and operators. Our team has 
been in contact with the bill’s sponsor 
and will continue to engage with Ohio 
legislators as the bill goes through 
committee  We are optimistic that we will
be able to shape this legislation, 
ultimately removing restrictions that 
could impact our members.
We are also excited to share news from 
the state of Pennsylvania. Our team was

recently contacted by members in the 
Chambersburg, Pennsylvania area 
concerning a proposed ban on UAS in 
public parks. We immediately went to 
work and contacted the town council 
with our concerns. Fortunately, the 
council took the time to listen to our 
message and to local members that 
attended the meeting. The 
Chambersburg Borough Council voted 
unanimously to table the 
recommendation indefinitely and have 
no plans to address this matter in the 
future.
As always, we will continue our work to 
educate state and local legislators to 
protect model aviation. We appreciate all
of our members for your support of 
these efforts. If legislation is introduced 
in your state or city, please let us know 
by contacting Government Affairs at 
765-287-1256.
We will also provide additional updates 
and progress reports on the Special 
Rule for Model Aircraft in FAA 
reauthorization legislation. The most 
current information is available on our 
websit at modelaircraft.org/gov and we 
encourage you to reach out with any 
questions. In the coming weeks, we may
ask for your help to engage with your 
lawmakers on the importance of the 
hobby, so please continue to monitor 
your emails and social media.
Sincerely,

AMA Government Affairs Team
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