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FROM THE PRESIDENT
Greetings,

We are having a change of 
seasons again. We've had a few 
snowflakes and by meeting day, the 
high will be less than 30 degrees. 
Brrrrrr. I haven't done any outdoor 
flying since the fun fly. I hope the rest 
of you have gotten a couple of flights 
in anyway.

The meeting will be this 
Thursday November 8th at OLV. The 
biggest thing on the agenda is the 
nomination of officers. Bill Roberts 
and I discussed making some Blue 
Wonders. Rumor is that Mike D. has 
some blue foam for the project. We can
accumulate the rest of the parts and 
make it a club event on the farm if you 
would like. It is a fun flying airplane to
be had for less than 50 bucks.

Chris Mavis introduced FPV 
flying to a couple of us at our last 
gathering at OLV. I was not the least 
bit successful at that operation. In fact, 
I was a little hard on his equipment. It 
gave me a HUGE respect for Chris and
anyone else that I have seen fly FPV.  
Great job Chris and Izik. You 
definitely have to start at the low end 
and work your way up the ladder.

I hope to see all of you at OLV 
for the meeting and enjoy some 
wheels, wings. and rotors. Keep on 
flying and trucking.

Tom

November 8th Meeting @
the  OLV gym 

Meeting @ 7:00.
    

Notes from the October
11thMeeting

The October meeting of the Fergus 
Falls R. C. Flyers was held on Oct 
11th at OLV gymnasium. Those 
present were Christi Dickey, Tom 
Davis, Larry Simonson, Scott 
Hafner, Jerry A Johnson, Floyd Lee,
Chris Mavis, Izic Albright, Bill 
Roberts, Jerry L Johnson, and Mike 
Drouillard. Old Business: 
Discussion on the Fun Fly was that 
it was a big success, thanks to all 
that helped. New Business:  It was 
decided to reserve the gym on 
October 26, November 8, and 
November 29.  The club will issue a
check to OLV for its use and funds 
will be collected at each session to 
reimburse the club, as done in the 
past.  Bill made a motion to 
adjourn, seconded by Larry.  
Meeting was adjourned.
 

Respectfully submitted 
Mike Drouillard 

 Year-end
maintenance

Written by Chris Mulcahy
Helicopters
Column
As seen in the Winter 2014 issue of Park
Pilot.

Year-end maintenance is something you 
shouldn’t ignore. As I sit here, thinking 
about the content for this article, fall is 
already threatening to break into winter. 
For a lot of us, that means having fewer 
days that we can go out and fly. This is 
always a great time to submit our 
helicopters to a little annual 
maintenance.

Our machines are always talking to us, 
letting us know if things are running 
smoothly, and we are often given signs if
something is not quite right. However, 
there are also plenty of things that don’t 
give us any warning. Often, the only 
way to prevent some type of failure is to 
preemptively look for it. A regular tear 
down can truly benefit you.

I like to start with the main rotor head. 
I’ll pull the blade-grip bearings and 
make sure that all the bearings are still 
smooth, and that the thrust bearings, if 
applicable, are greased. Next up is the 
main gear. I like to check that the one-
way bearing is still smooth and greased. 
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I also check for any signs of stress. For 
belt-driven tails, I’ll check the belt for 
fraying along the edges, and any other 
signs of excessive wear. I’ll also check 
the tension of the belt.

For torque-tube tails, I’ll check all of the
bearings, also looking for any signs of 
wear. At the tail end, I’ll disassemble the
tailblade grips and check to be sure that 
the bearings, again if applicable, are 
smooth, always on the lookout for any 
signs of unusual wear. I’ll make sure that
there are no ball links that feel more 
worn than the others, replacing any if 
necessary.

For the electronics, I’ll trace all of the 
wires and look for signs of chafing. I 
have often found problem areas that 
could have caused a lot of trouble later 
on.

The key is to check the helicopter from 
nose to tail: check all bearings, look for 
wear, look for cracks in the plastic parts, 
and regrease anything that requires it.

Check all the mechanical parts, 
including the pushrods, bellcranks and 
servo horns.

This is a great time to recheck your 
general setup, and make those tweaks 
you held off on in favor of flying. Smart 
maintainance doesn’t take much time, 

but you’ll be glad that your helicopters 
are ready to go when spring rolls around.

One of the first things that someone will 
often think about when buying a new 
helicopter is how long the battery will 
last, and how many extra packs should 
be purchased. Sub-450 class helicopters 
typically come with a wall charger, and 
we end up in a waiting game while 
charging our batteries one pack at a time.
Many of us already have aftermarket 
chargers, and these chargers can be to 
used to parallel charge our battery packs.

Parallel charging lets us charge multiple 
packs from the same charging port at the
same time. To do this, you will need any 
aftermarket battery charger that lets you 
select your charge rate and cell count, 
and a parallel-charging board that 
matches your specific type of batteries.

If you are using single-cell batteries, you
simply plug them all into the charging 
board and the charger will view them all 
as a single cell. All of the cells on the 
board will balance out as the charger 
brings the voltage up to a full charge.

With multiple-cell packs, the charger 
will view each series of cells as a single 
cell. All of the number 1 cells in the 
packs will be viewed as a single cell, and
all the number 2 cells will be viewed as 

a single cell, and so on throughout the 
pack.

Use the charge rate you would normally 
select to charge a single pack, then 
multiply it by the number of packs you 
are parallel charging. For example, if 
you want to parallel charge four 
250mAh two cell packs, each pack 
would normally be charged at 2.5 amps 
for a 1C charge rate.

To parallel charge four packs at the same
time, multiply 2.5 amps by four to get 10
amps — the rate for a 1C charge on four 
packs. If you want to charge at 2C, just 
double it, and so on

Parallel charging is a great way to get 
multiple packs charged quickly, and the 
less time spent charging is more time for
flying. I parallel charge everything from 
small 200mAh single-cell batteries to the
six-cell 5000mAh packs used in my 700 
sized machines.

After a weekend of flying, I do a 1C 
storage charge on each of my packs 
individually, so they are ready for the 
next time I head out to the flying field.

-Chris Mulcahy
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